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Discussion continues
on workforce housing

u Propesal would expand
program to the Corridor Cities
Transitway

sponsored by Councilman

Silvermmean (D-At large) of Silver Spring.
The plan would require 10 per-

cent more affordable housing umidts
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in most new developments around
the county’s Metro stations. The
units, designed for two-income fam-
ilies, be in addition 10 already
s, Pank and. Plning offcias
estimated the program would create
about 2,500 units

Under the plan, developers
would not receive any additional

" market rate units to offset the costs,

but would recejve a workforce unit

bonus.‘hﬁth the additional bonus,
dewlnpmmiscmldmee«!ﬂm

mlhﬂnts&taﬂmimdm

questio Wumy
homms officials and r!mmﬁsuhanw
about the plans viability, cost to
developers and effect on the existing
MPDU program,
Couneil membess like Michael L.
Subin questioned the plans unin-
tended consequences, such as dras-
tically increasing the price of market
rate units and forcing developers to
abandon possible development
projects.

“I'm concerned that at the end of
the day we're passing a policy that
sounds great ... but drives another
group out of the county,” said Subin
(D-At large) of Gaithersburg,

For developers, there are still

many unanswered questions.
"Fm all for affordable housmg
and I think Steve {Silverman] is y-

Lrigehnsbwtwmu with it, butuphm

that gets tough in Metro areas
begause of the high construction
costs in those type of units,” said
Steven Lebling, owner of Lebling
Development LLC, whe did not
attend Tuesday’s worksession. "It
could work, but there are a lot of
complicated issues to consider.”

To increase the number of work-
force units, Councilman Michaet 1.
Knapp (D-Dist. 2) of Germantown

to

proposed expanding the program
mummund the proposed Corri-

dnr(mu‘[nmuﬂxﬂrWMior
bus rapid transit line that would run

In other coumell action

“Working from home: The council
ahomued?-ﬂgmﬂnmitlu-

A. Denis (R-Dist. 1) of Chevy Chase,
whobdﬂ)epushhrwbomm
incentives.

*Off and runing: On Satunday,
Knapp, a first-term councilman,
announced his re-election bid fior the
District 2 seat at the Maryland Soc-
thlminGenmml{e&nm

from fellow Democrat

Dmleymuinqmlﬁmnsm.l)’er.
Bethesda civic
Petrides {DJ hummahmw

ﬂ)—lhai}ufﬁdmmmdmn

Ervin, running in District 4, and
Duchy‘_[ram[enbelgnmmnga
large, joined school board candi-
dates Judy Docca and incumbent

Gona fishin’
There will be no coumcil meeting
next week in observance of the July
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